
L O V E    12/20/20 
 
Valentine’s Day is normally the time when we 
celebrate love. Think: chocolate, valentines, cards, 
and kind compliments. Is Advent—or Christmas—a 
time to celebrate, remember, talk about, reflect 
on, and act out love? Yes! 
 
Probably the most famous verse in the Bible is all 
about love. 
 
John 3:16 (NIV) –For God so loved the world  
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. 
 
Even though we have one word for love, there are 
three common words in the Bible for it. One is love 
between family or siblings or friends—relationship 
love. Another is emotional love—like Valentine’s 
Day love that we say we “feel” for a spouse or a 
girlfriend or a boyfriend. The most common love in 
the Bible is this John 3:16 love—active love. It’s 
not love that is proven through action; it’s love that 
is action. 
 
God didn’t “feel” so much love that it drove God 
to act; God’s love is the action. That means that 
God’s love is not dependent on how God feels, 
similar to how our mood might change from one 
day to the next. God’s love is God’s action toward 
us and we see it most clearly in Jesus being born 
and being among us. 
 
à Question – What is one of the clearest acts of 

love you have ever seen? Describe it. 

à Light a candle – “Today I/we light the candle of 
love, reminding me/us of the deep and visible 
love that God has for me and the whole world. 

à Pray by thanking God and asking God for 
greater trust in God’s love. 

 

C H R I S T    12/24/20 
 
The last candle of the Advent wreath and the last 
theme of Advent could have been many things: 
§ Emmanuel would be a fitting theme since it 

means “God with us” and that’s what the angel 
said about Jesus being born. 

§ Grace could fit well since it’s so central to 
following Jesus. As Ephesians says, It’s by grace 
that we are saved through faith, not of 
ourselves, so that no one can boast. 

§ Jesus might be the most obvious choice since 
that’s literally what we are celebrating on 
Christmas Eve: the birth of Jesus. Or are we? 

 
Christmas is not a miracle because a baby named 
Jesus was born; Christmas is a miracle because 
God came to save everyone through a baby. 
 
Christ means Messiah, which was the Hebrew way 
of saying Christ, which is the Greek way of saying 
Savior. Christmas is all about God personally 
inviting us to join God in a relationship of saving: 
saving from sin, saving from life without God, and 
saving from anything but the abundant life that 
God made everyone to live…now and forever. 
 
Colossians 1:12-18 (NLT) 
Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He 
existed before anything was created and is 
supreme over all creation…Everything was created 
through him and for him. He existed before 
anything else, and he holds all creation together. 
Christ is also the head of the church, which is his 
body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who 
rise from the dead. So he is first in everything. 
 
à Question – With whom you could share the idea 

of lighting candles before Christmas? 

à Light a candle – “Today I/we light the candle of 
Christ, reminding me/us of God’s plan and love 
to invite me into a relationship with God. 

à Pray by thanking God and asking God to renew 
and refresh your (or someone else’s) 
relationship with God. 

 

 
 
WHAT IS ADVENT? 
Advent is the church season centered on 
preparing for Jesus to come. Lasting four 
weeks before Christmas and beginning on 
November 29th, Advent also marks the 
beginning of the church year. 
 

WHAT DOES “ADVENT” MEAN? 
The word “advent” means “coming” and we 
found it in the Latin word adventus. The 
“coming” that Advent marks is actually a pair 
of “comings”: the coming of Jesus being born 
and the coming of Jesus at the end of time. 
 

HOW OLD IS ADVENT? 
By the 7th century Advent was fairly common. 
Originally, churches celebrated the future 
coming of Jesus at the end of time; it was not 
until the 14th century that churches celebrated 
the birth of Jesus as Advent. 
 

WHAT DO WE DO AT ADVENT? 
We give extra attention to the four themes of 
Hope, Peace, Love, and Joy and how they 
come alive when Jesus comes to us. 
 

HOW CAN I USE THIS GUIDE? 
Choose enough time each week when you 
can read the brief guide sheet, answer a 
question, light a candle, and pray. You can 
use any candles of any size and any color—
even battery-powered candles will work—to 
see the light of Jesus that promises to come 
into the world. Please, make it your own as we 
celebrate Advent like never before. 



H O P E    11/29/20 
 
We all know the descriptive phrase, “a ray of 
hope.” The idea behind it is that in any challenge 
we deal with, there is still a hint or a sliver of good 
news. Although we may have to look and wait for 
it, even the slightest ray of light can give us hope. 
 
Advent is filled with hope because God is always 
behind the coming of Jesus. God sent Jesus at 
Christmas to bring us hope. The Bible’s sense of 
hope, however, is much more than just a faith ray 
of hope. The Bible talks about hope like this: 
 
Isaiah 9:2 (NIV) – The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light; on those living in the land 
of deep darkness a light has dawned. Christ came 
so that hope would explode. He came so that 
hope would be incredibly obvious to us. So 
obvious, in fact, that not only would we see it and 
rejoice, but that all the world would be drawn from 
their darkness into His light. 
 
Isaiah 60:1-3 (NIV) – Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness 
is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you 
and his glory appears over you. Nations will come 
to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 
dawn. 
 
The hope that God promises and brings is bright. 
As we await, expect, and anticipate Jesus coming 
at Christmas, search for the bright light of hope 
that Christ brings and share that strong hope with 
someone who needs their hearts brightened. 
 
à Question – What image of hope stands out to 

you in the verses above? Why do you think so? 

à Light a candle – “Today I/we light the candle of 
hope and it reminds me/us of the bright hope 
in God’s love through Jesus. 

à Pray by thanking God and asking God for hope 
for you or someone else. 

 

P E A C E    12/6/20 
 
Everyone knows December 7, 1941—one of those 
days that changed America. We remember it this 
coming week because the military base at Pearl 
Harbor was heavily attacked and many lost their 
lives. That day—79 years ago—moved the United 
States from a time of peace to a time of war. 
 
The Bible talks about shalom, which we call peace. 
But, the peace that the Bible talks about is so 
much more than simply not being in a war. The 
peace of the Bible is a peace that is only possible 
when God is present. God personally resolves 
problems, reconciles differences, and makes a 
relationship between God and us possible—
bringing us toward peace that God promises. 
 
Jesus was given many names, one of which was 
Prince of Peace. Again, more than bringing a time 
without war, Jesus brought a lasting and larger 
kind of peace. This peace is captured well here: 
 
Colossians 1:19-22 (NLT) 
For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in 
Christ, and through him God reconciled everything 
to himself. He made peace with everything in 
heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood 
on the cross. This includes you who were once far 
away from God. You were his enemies, separated 
from him by your evil thoughts and actions. Yet 
now he has reconciled you to himself through the 
death of Christ in his physical body. As a result, he 
has brought you into his own presence, and you 
are holy and blameless as you stand before him 
without a single fault. 
 
à Question – If Jesus has already brought this 

kind of peace to us, what difference will that 
make for you today? 

à Light a candle – “Today I/we light the candle of 
peace, reminding me/us of the lasting peace 
that God can bring now and will bring forever. 

à Pray by thanking God and asking God for peace 
for you or someone else. 

J O Y    12/13/20 
 
All was not entirely well in 1907. World tensions 
were leading toward the outbreak of World War I, 
incredible advances in science presented religion 
in America with tough claims to match, and 
urbanization and mechanization stole many 
people’s attention. Joy was not necessarily the first 
thought across the country. 
 
Henry van Dyke saw things differently. Inspired by 
the beautiful Berkshire mountains of 
Massachusetts where he was a guest professor, he 
wrote a confident and hope-filled poem praising 
God’s creation, calling people to thank God, and 
encouraging people to see the joy that God 
brings—even during the events they all endured. 
 
More than a poem, the words were also lyrics that 
matched and became notably tied to the famous 
Beethoven song, now known as Joyful, Joyful, We 
Adore Thee. 
 
The Bible commonly raises joy during unexpected 
events. Dozens of times, in fact, this connection 
comes up, such as at the very beginning of James: 
 
James 1:2-4 (NLT) 
Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any 
kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for 
great joy. For you know that when your faith is 
tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. So 
let it grow, for when your endurance is fully 
developed, you will be perfect and complete, 
needing nothing. 
 
à Question – Be honest: Is this a season when it’s 

easy to be joyful or difficult to be joyful? Why?  

à Light a candle – “Today I/we light the candle of 
joy, reminding me/us that the joy at God’s 
coming can overpower today’s trouble. 

à Pray by thanking God and asking God for a 
joyful heart and attitude today. 

 
 


